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Swain's Venture

slay enough of their enemies to offset their
own losses,

“All the folk of the Skraelings’ Coast are
upon us,” gasped Kolbiorn, when the others
rcached him. “I think we can do no more
than sell our lives dearly, Swain.”

“Not so,” grunted Olvir, eyes like coals
in the red-splashed mask of his awful face.
“We must trick them. T have a plan. Back
to the village, carls! Open out, open out!
Flee in disorder as if we were beaten—in
amongst the huts.”

They obeyed him because no man knew
what else to do, and so desperate was their
plight that anything was worth the risking.
One final burst of energy to work loose of
the Skraelings who beset them, and they
abandoned their ranks and pelted across the
clearing; but in their flight there was more
of craft than appeared on the surface, as
those Skraelings discovered who thought to
run in and butcher the outermost fugitives.

As they reached the first of the houses,
Olvir snatched a brand from a smoldering
fire and kindled the dry bark walls and
grass-strewn f{loor.

“Burn all on this side,” he shouted to
Swain,

A barrier of flame shot up across the line
of the Norsemen's retreat, and their pur-
suers halted involuntarily. Dense clouds of
smoke bellied and distended over the village.
‘The Skraelings who had worked around the
rearmost houses, intending to come at the
Norsemen as they fled out into the open,
saw only this blanket of smoke; but they
plunged into it recklessly, hungry for the
victory they believed to be in their grasp.

Instead of victory they encountered a
grey line of armored specters, instinct with
a ncew determination, moving with the sup-
ple precision which had carried the Norse-
men Lo success in combat with every race
the world wide. Wheeling right and left,
the steel line deftly split the red attack in
halves, and profiting by the unexpectedness
of the maneuver, pounded these halves into
fragments, which were rent into individual
groups and scattered under the compulsion
of a fear which credited the bearded white
men with supernatural powers.

The Skraelings ran for the forest, all hope
of victory forgotten; and at Olvir’s com-
mand, the Norsemen promptly counter-
marched and tramped back into the smoke-
draped village.

“We must take the red swine on the far
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side,” he yelled. ‘“Through the fire, carls!
A race, Swain! Who passes first?”’

The whole eastern half of the village was
in flames now, but the intervals between
the huts were passable, and for these the
Norsemen made. Olvir caught a blazing
end-post from the wreck of one structure he
passed, and others followed his example.
The first the Skraelings eastward of the vil-
lage knew, a singed wedge of steel-clad vik-
ings lurched out of the fire-swept area and
attacked them with burning torches in one
hand and dripping blades in the other.

Blind terror seized the red people. These
awful figures could not be human. Their
bodies were cased in stone shells, their faces
were covered with hair, they were giants in
stature, they were white of skin, they passed
unharmed through fire. And in the swirling
smoke the numbers of the Norsemen seemed
to have increased. In an instant the cry
was born that their dead had come to life;
ves, that the dead red men had been raised,
up into white stone giants.

No man lifted an arm to defend himself.
Those who could escape cast away their
weapons and ran for the trees. Those who
could not huddled beneath the blow, utterly
hopeless. The Norsemen slew until the
clearing was empty, and afar in the fores!
they heard the crashing of boughs and un-
derbrush as the surviving Skraelings fled
with the blindness of despair.

“The Hewing of the Skraelings” men
called this fight in after years. It became
famous for that fewer men slew more men
than in any other fight that was remembered

in the North countries.
@ Swain sat on a tree-stump, binding
a gash in his shield-arm.

“We fight well together, it seems,” said
the Roisterer, grinning. :

Swain eyed him coolly.

“I have never been onc to deny that
vou were a good warrior—when you would
fight.”

“Ho,” jeered Olvir. “When I would
fight! I fight when I am ready, Swain, not
when you or any other desires.”

Now, at this Swain arose, and his sword
was in his hand.

“Be ready,” he snarled. “We have put
off our quarrel too long to suit me.”
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OLVIR swaggered up to where
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A Free Question and Answer Service Bureau of Infor-
mation on Outdoor Life and Activities Everywhere and
Upon the Various Commodities Required Therein. Con-
ducted for Adventure Magazine by Our Staff of Experts.

Aventige

UESTIONS should be sent, not to this ofhice, bat direct to the
expert in charge of the section in whose ficld it falls. So
~/ that service may be as prompt as possible, he will answer you
by mail direct. But he will also send to us & copy of each question and
answer, and from these wc shall select those of most genera! interest
and publish them each issue in this department, thus making it itself
an exceedingly valuable standing source of practical information,
Unless otherwise requested inquirer’s name and town are printed with
question; street numbers not given.

When you ask for general information on a given district or subject
the expert may give you some valuable general pointers and refer you
to books or to local or special sources of information.

Our experts will in all cases answer to the best of their ability, using
their own discretion in all matters pertaining to their sections, subjeci

Adventure,” but neither they nor the magazine assumes any respons:
bility beyond the moral one of trying to do the best that is possible. These cxperts have been chosen 1b.
us not only for their knowledge and expericnce but with an eye to their integrity and reliability.  We have
emphatically assured each of them that his advice or information is not to be affected in any wuy
by whether a given commodity is or is not advertised in this magazine.

1. Service free to anybody, provided self-addressed envelop and full postage, not
attached, are enclosed. (See footnote at bottom of page.) Correspendents writing:
to or from foreign countries will please cnclose Internationmal Reply Coupons,
purchasable at any post-office, and exchangeable for stamps of any country in the
International Postal Union.

2. Send each question direct to the expert in charge of the particular section whose
field covers it. He will reply by mail. Do NOT send questions to this magazine.

3. No reply will be made to requests for partners, for financial backing, or for chances
to join expeditions. ‘‘Ask Adventure’’ covers business and work opportunities, bu.¢
only if they are outdoor activities, and only in the way of general data and advice. It
is in no sense an employment bureau.

4. Make your questions definite and specific. State exactly your waris, qualifications
and intentions. EXplain your case sufficiently to guide the expert you question.

5. Send no question until you have read very carefully the exact ground covered by
the particular expert in whose section it seems to belong,

1. The Sea Part 1 American Waters Travel, history, customs; adventu:e, exploring, sport.

Berran Brown, 1624 Biegelow Ave., Olympia, Wash. Ships,
seamen and shipping; nautical history, seamanship, navi-
ation, vachting, small-boat safling; commercial fisheries of
orth America; mariue billiography of U. S.; fishing-vesscls
ofthe North Atlantic and Pacific banks. (See next section.)

2, The Sea_ Part 2 British Waters

Captaiy A, E. DINGLE, care Adventure. Seamanshin,

navigation, old-time sailorizing, ocean-crulsing, etc. {Jues-

tlons on the sea, ships and men local to the British Empire
go to Captain Dingle, not Mr., Brown.

3. The Sea Part3 Statistics of American Shipping

HArry E. Rigskner:, Apartment 347-A, Kew Gardens,

Washington, D. C. Historical records, ftonnages, names

and former names, dimensions, services, power, class, ris,

builders, present and past ownerships, signals, ete., of all
vessels of the American Merchant Marine and_Goverument
wessels in existence over five gross tons in the United States,

Panama and the Philippines, and the furnishing of infor-

mation and records of vessels under American registry &3

far back as 1760.

4. Islands and Coasts Part 1 Islands of Indian and
Atlantic Oceans; the Mediterranean; Cape Horn
and Magellan Straits

CarTaiN A, E. DINGLE, care Adrenture. Ports, trade,

penﬂles. travel. (See next section.)

5. Islands Part 2 Haiti, Santo Domingo, Porto Rico,
Virgin and Jamaica Grouy.s

CHARLES BeLt EMERSON, Adventure Cabln, Los Gatos,

Calif. Languages, mining, minerals, fishing, sugar, frult

and tobacco production.

6. % New Zealand; and the South Sea Islands
Cook Islands, Samoa .

Tom L. MiLLs, The Feilding Star, Fellding, New Zealand.

Part 1

(Postage two cents.)

7. South Sea Islands Part 2 French Oceania (Tahisi,
the Society. Paumoto, Marquesas): Islands of
Western Pacific (Solomons, New Hebridcs,
Fiji, Tonga); of Central Pacific (Guam, Ladrone,
Pelew, Caroline, Marshall, Gilbert, Ellice); of
the Detached (Wallis, Penrhyn, Danger, Easter,
Rotuma, Futuna, Pitcairn).

CHARLES BrOWN, JRr., P. O. Box 308, San Franclsco, Calif.

Inhabitants, history, travel, sports, equipment, climate,

Hving conditions, commerce, pearling, vanilla and coconut

culture.

8. % Australia and Tasmania

PuiLLip NORMAN, care Suburhan Dailses, Ltd., 16-18 O'Con-

nell St., Newtown, Sydney, N. 8. W., Australia. Customs,

resouroes, travel, hunting, sports, history. (Postage ten cents.)
. Malaysia, Sumatra and Java

Fav-Cooprer ColLE, Ph. D., Field Museum of Natural His-

tory, Chicago, Il Huntin% and fishing, exploring, com-

merce, inhabitants, history, institutions. .

10. ¥ New Guinea .

L. P. B. ArMit, Port Moresby, Territory of Papua, g

Sydney, Australia. Hunting and fishing, exploring, cg

merce, inhabitants, history, institutlons. Questions re- @@

ing the measures or policy of the Government or proceed-

ings of Government officers not answered. (Postage ten cents.)

11. Philippine Islands

uck CONNOR, L. B. 4., Quartzsite, Ariz. History, inhabl.
tants, topography, customs, travel, hunting, fishing, miner-
als, agriculture, commerce.

12. Hawaiian Islands and China_ |

F. J. HALTON, 1402 Lytton Bldg., Chicago, Ill. Customs,

travel,naturalhistory, resources, agriculture, fishiog, hunting.

% (Enclose addressed envelop with ten cents in stamps NOT attached)
184
































Canada%25e2%2580%2594when.it

